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Related literature
For related structures, see: Bernhardt & Riley (2003) ; Cernak et al. (1984) ; Emsley et al. (1989) ; Muralikrishna et al. (1983) ; Nesterova et al. (2006) ; Wu et al. (2001) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(C 2 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2000) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2000) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) (Bernhardt et al., 2003; Cernak et al., 1984; Emsley et al., 1989; Muralikrishna et al., 1983; Nesterova et al., 2006; Wu et al., 2001 (Table 2) .
To a solution of ZnCl 2 .2H 2 O (0.172 g, 1 mmol) in CH 3 OH (5 ml), an aqueous solution (5 ml) of bib (bib = 1,3-bis(4,5-Dihydro-1H-imidazol-2-yl)benzene) (0.214 g, 1 mmol) was added. After the mixture was stirred for half an hour, a white precipitate formed. 3 ml en was added to the mixture and the precipitate disappeared. Then the mixture was stirred for an hour and filtered. The filtrate was allowed to evaporate slowly at room temperature. After 3 weeks, colorless block shaped crystals were obtained in 40% yield (0.034 g) based on Zn(II).
Refinement
H atoms were located in a difference map, but refined using a riding model with N-H = 0.90, O-H = 0.85 Å and C-H = 0.97 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2 U iso (C,N,O).
Figures Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of the title compound with 30% displacement ellipsoids.
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